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What is on the ballot?

• $30 million school improvement 
bond proposal

• 1.80 mills from the current year
• It is estimated that the district’s 

overall debt millage levied in 
2026 would return to the 5.0 mills 
last levied in 2024.

WHITEHALL DISTRICT SCHOOLS
BOND PROPOSAL

 
Shall Whitehall District Schools, Muskegon County, Michigan, borrow the sum of not to exceed
Thirty Million Dollars ($30,000,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax bonds 
therefor for the purpose of:
 

erecting, remodeling, equipping and re-equipping, furnishing and
refurnishing school buildings, additions to school buildings, and
facilities, including safety and security improvements and secure

entrances; preparing, developing, improving and equipping
structures and sites; purchasing school buses; and acquiring,

installing, and equipping and re-equipping school buildings for
instructional technology?

 
The following is for informational purposes only:
 
The estimated millage that will be levied for the proposed bonds in 2026 is 1.80 mills ($1.80 on
each $1,000 of taxable valuation). The maximum number of years the bonds may be outstanding, 
exclusive of any refunding, is twenty (20) years. The estimated simple average annual millage 
anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 2.37 mills ($2.37 on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation).
 
(Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds must be audited and the proceeds cannot be 
used for repair or maintenance costs, teacher, administrator or employee salaries, or other
operating expenses.)
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How would the bond proposal affect my tax rate? 

5.0 MILLS
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“Historically, how has the tax rate differed?”

7.0 MILLS
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How does the millage rate for Whitehall District 
Schools compare to other districts?
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How would the bond proposal affect my tax rate? 
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How would the bond proposal affect my tax rate? 

Homestead Property 
Tax Credit and 
Senior Tax Credit

bit.ly/WDSTaxCalc
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How were the bond projects identified?

• District‘s facility planning process
• Architectural and construction 

management bond partners
• An independent facility assessment that 

was published in 2025 by School Finance 
Research Foundation 

• Community meetings & community 
survey

• Staff and student focus groups 
• Only highest priority projects selected

Middle School Cafeteria Flooding 
August 12, 2025

https://www.msbo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SFRF-Michigan-Statewide-School-Facilities-Study-Final-Report-2.pdf
https://www.msbo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SFRF-Michigan-Statewide-School-Facilities-Study-Final-Report-2.pdf
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Why a bond proposal now?

•Improve security infrastructure and 
student safety

•Address failing building systems
•Keep our buildings dry
•Improve classroom learning 

environment



What projects are 
in this Bond 
Proposal?
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Shoreline Elementary School

Cafeteria & Kitchen Upgrades
Conceptual, subject to change

• Heating & cooling upgrades
• Cafeteria and kitchen updates
• Front office and learning space 

upgrades
• Technology for classrooms
• Electrical work
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Ealy Elementary School
• Heating & cooling upgrades
• Media center updates
• New furniture & equipment
• Technology for classrooms
• New window coverings
• Electrical work
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Middle School
• Heating & cooling upgrades
• Cafeteria and kitchen updates
• Replacement of select flooring
• Media center updates
• Technology for classrooms
• Electrical work

Renderings of Cafeteria & Kitchen Updates
Conceptual, subject to change
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High School

Main Street 
Conceptual, subject to change

• New secure entry and 
administration area

• Heating & cooling 
upgrades

• New fire alarm
• Cafeteria updates
• Technology for classrooms
• Furniture
• Electrical work 

New Secure Vestibule Entry
Conceptual, subject to change
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Voting Information

Register to vote online 
Michigan.gov/vote 

Election Day is: 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Polls are open 7am-8pm

Absentee Ballots are available 
September 25, 2025

Michigan.gov/vote



Questions
Contact Superintendent, CJ Van Wieren

cjvanwieren@whitehallschools.net

bit.ly/WDSBond2025


